QNC NEWS
Newsletter of the
QUEENSLAND NATURALISTS’ CLUB INC.
No. 365 Nov-Dec 2022
www.qnc.org.au

Print Post Approved:
100003858

CONTENTS
General Information
Club meetings
Upcoming meeting presentations
Past meeting presentations
Upcoming Excursions
Past Excursion Reports
Items of Interest

P.2
P.3
P.3
P.3
P.12
P.14
P.21

PROGRAM – NOVEMBER – DECEMBER
Club Meetings: No need to register for club meetings
Monday, 21 November at 730pm
Speakers: Club member night
Topic: Club member choice
No meeting in December
Excursions: Please register at excursions@qnc.org.au
26 Nov – Day Excursion, Piper Comanche Trail, Brisbane Forest Park/D’Aguilar NP
10 Dec – QNC Christmas Breakup, Maiala, D’Aguilar National Park
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CLUB CONTACT DETAILS
Mailing address: PO Box 5663, West End, QLD 4101
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QNC News Editor:

Mr Ron Carr
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Ms Judy Haines
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Ph: 0402 236 359
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news@qnc.org.au

The Queensland Naturalist is published twice per year, send articles to the Editor:
Dr Peter Woodall at journal@qnc.org.au

If you receive a paper copy of the newsletter, switch to receive the coloured email edition by
contacting Mike (treasurer@qnc.org.au) to update your details.

GENERAL INFORMATION
Reminder - QNC Subscriptions due 30 June 2022
Website
QNC is currently working on a project to revise and update our website. Watch this space for more
details as they become available - https://www.qnc.org.au/
Facebook
Follow our Facebook page for titbits about the natural world, to find out what we’ve been up to
and for information on upcoming events. Share our page with your friends and families and
contact Leith (librarian@qnc.org.au) if you have information we could post. You do not have to be
a member of Facebook to see what we publish, and you don't have to divulge any private
information.
Library catalogue
The library catalogue can be found on the QNC website at
https://www.qnc.org.au/Library/QNC_LibraryCatalogue.pdf
Back numbers of “The Queensland Naturalist”
Over the coming months, Peter Woodall will be bringing surplus copies of past issues of “The
Queensland Naturalist” to meetings. You are welcome to browse through them to see if you need
to fill any gaps in your collection or if there are any of interest from the years before you joined
the QNC.
Club meeting – place and time
Club meetings are held between February and November on the third Monday of the month from
7:30 pm at the Toowong Uniting Church Hall, 82 Sherwood Road, Toowong. This location can be
accessed by public transport and is approximately 200 metres from Toowong Village Shopping
Centre, Toowong Railway Station and the main bus stops. Street parking is available near the
church and there is an off-street parking area on the river side of the church (ignore the permit
required sign).
Digital exhibits at club meetings
Do you have something to share at a Club Meeting? If your exhibit requires the projector, please
arrive by 7:15 PM and liaise with the Lanternist (Brigid) to upload your PowerPoint or jpeg images.
We would also love to see your exhibit in the QNC News and online.
Covid-19
COVID guidelines
Please register for all excursions by email to excursions@qnc.org.au or phone Barney on 07
3720 9414
COVID-19 social distancing, hygiene and other requirements will be implemented at all
QNC meetings and excursions.
Also, NO SUPPER will be held at the meetings, and the library display is limited to recent
journals.
Please do not attend QNC meetings or outings if you are feeling unwell or experiencing
cold or flu-like symptoms.

QNC News 365

2

Nov-Dec 2022

CLUB MEETINGS
UPCOMING MEETING PRESENTATIONS
Monday 21 November 2022
Our club meeting for November will be devoted to exhibits, observations and anything else of
interest.
This is a good opportunity to tell the story of any strange and unexpected things you have seen; a
chance to dig through your old photographs or movies and tell us what was happening. You just
might have a question about something you have seen and there is a good chance someone might
have an explanation, or at least an idea about it. It will help if you can send in a brief description
and maybe a photograph of the “thing” to be presented to vicepresident@qnc.org.au and let us
know how long you might need for the presentation. This will assist us in co-ordinating the night.
Indeed, there may be no need to speak about your object at all; it might be just as well presented
by leaving it on the table with a label telling us all we need to know about the ‘who brought it’ and
the ‘what, when and where’ of its appearance.
Greg Neill and Doug Smith are engaged on a new project, and they will tell us about it on the
night. Their last one was a photographic guide to the local Odonata species. Now the weather has
warmed up and there are some more Odonata about we will have some of those brochures
available to hand out (free) at the meeting.
No Club meeting in December

PAST MEETING PRESENTATIONS
Monday 19 September 2022
Topic: A Naturalist’s Survey of Oxley Creek Catchment
Speaker: Greg Tasney
Greg gave us a very interesting talk on the natural history of Oxley Creek. The headwaters of Oxley
Creek begin on the northern slopes of Mount Perry, south of Ipswich in Beaudesert Shire. From
here, the creek flows northwards about 70 kms through Logan City and Brisbane City, eventually
discharging into the Brisbane River at Tennyson. Oxley Creek and its tributaries are recognised for
their significant riparian vegetation and Oxley Creek Common is a well-known hot spot for birding.
Greg has nearly 11,000 observations recorded in his iNaturalist Project Oxley Creek Catchment
(Umbrella Project) including some 1245 species. His wonderful contribution to Citizen Science can
be viewed here
https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/projects/oxley-creek-catchment-umbrella-project
Sites covered include:
Rocky Waterholes Creek Bushcare at Salisbury
Cliveden Avenue Reserve at Corinda
Oxley Creek Common and Stable Swamp Creek
Fort Bushland Reserve
Oxley Creek sewage plant and Cooinda Golf Course
Oxley Creek Archerfield section
Brisbane Golf Club and surrounds
QNC News 365
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Just some of the slides from Greg’s interesting presentation are reproduced below, giving an
overview of the Oxley Creek Catchment from a naturalist’s perspective
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Monday 17 October 2022
Topic: Flora and fauna of Eyre Bird Observatory (EBO)
Speakers: Murray and Jeanette Watson
The Eyre Bird Observatory (EBO) is located in the heritage-listed Eyre Telegraph Station building,
situated within the Nuytsland Nature Reserve on the Great Australian Bight. It is administered by
Birds Australia. Being over 100 years old, the observatory has verandahs on every side, each
offering outstanding views of the nature reserve. As it is situated in a nature reserve, no camping
or pets are permitted at the Observatory.
QNC members Murray and Jeanette Watson have been volunteer caretakers on two occasions for
stints of 3 months at a time. Caretakers look after the facilities and visitors on a day-to-day basis,
contribute to the research and training activities and record weather data for the Bureau of
Meteorology. On Saturday 3rd December 2016, lightning started two fires 20km south of
Cocklebiddy between EBO and the Eyre Highway. Murray and Jeanette described the desolation
they saw after the fires on their 2017 visit. Fortunately, their more recent visit in 2021 showed an
environment returning to good health.
Murray and Jeanette gave us a very interesting talk describing the day to day running of EBO and
accompanied by an excellent slideshow. An overview of their presentation is reproduced below.
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Birds of Eyre Bird Observatory
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Flora of Eyre Bird Observatory

Frog Hakea (Hakea nitida)
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EXCURSIONS
Fees apply for weekend camps of $2 per adult per night, plus other camping fees, if applicable.
Those participating in any Club activity do so as volunteers in all respects and as such accept
responsibility for any injury to themselves, however incurred. The Club or its officers cannot
accept any liability or responsibility.

REGISTRATION GUIDELINES DURING COVID-19
The number of participants at Club activities may need to be restricted.
• Members must register via email to the Excursion Secretary at excursions@qnc.org.au
preferably at least 24 hours before day outings and three days prior to camps.
• Registration needs to include the names and contact details of all persons attending.
• Participants are recommended to maintain social distancing requirements for the outing.
• Please do not attend QNC outings if you are feeling unwell or showing cold or flu-like
symptoms.

UPCOMING EXCURSIONS
Day Excursion – Piper Comanche Trail, Brisbane Forest Park
Excursion Leader: Lil Spadijer. (Ph: 32713160 or 0432111760)
Date and Time: Saturday 26 November at 0900
Registration: by email to excursions@qnc.org.au with the word “Piper" in the subject line. Please
include names and contact details of all attendees.
Details: We will follow part of a track that leads to the Piper Comanche wreck. In 1977, due to bad
weather, a light aircraft crashed somewhere in rainforest in Brisbane Forest Park. Starting on a
former logging trail, we then follow an undulating ridge to an old timber jinker. It is about 6km
return trip but we can make it shorter if you wish to. Once on the ridge the terrain is slightly
challenging with a few fallen trees and roots but not too difficult. Walking will be in ‘typical’
rainforest so be prepared for some leeches.
Directions: Drive to Brisbane Forest Park (D’Aguilar National Park). About 5.5km past Maiala
Picnic Area on your right is a small carpark which is our meeting point. Last toilet stop is Maiala.
Allow yourself 1.5h for the drive. The road is winding even past Maiala.
Bring: Usual Day walk provisions.
Christmas Party Breakup – Maiala, D’Aguilar National Park
Excursion Leader: John Sampson (0411 602 100)
Date and Time: Saturday 10 December at 3pm - to about 8pm
Registration: Please register by sending an email to excursions@qnc.org.au, with details of all
people attending in your party and a contact phone number. Please put “Christmas” as the
subject.
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Details: The QNC Christmas party will be held at Maiala picnic area, which is located at Mt
Glorious. The picnic area is a cool change from Brisbane, being at an elevation of 650 metres
above sea level. It is surrounded by lush rainforest with plenty of naturalizing close at hand. This
includes some excellent graded walks through the forest.
As part of the outing, the club has been very fortunate to receive an invitation from Tony and Katie
Hiller to visit their property which is just a short walk from the picnic area. Tony and Katie are
renowned naturalists with a particular interest in insects. They have lived on the mountain since
1980, where they have run a facility to breed butterflies and stick insects for live and static
displays in Australia and overseas. Tony has an extensive collection of insects, particularly beetles,
and includes some type specimens, all of which will one day be bequeathed to the Queensland
Museum. The couple also has a garden that is planted with butterfly host plants. The club has
visited the property previously, at least in the early 1980s, and it is great to be able to visit again.
Tony and Katie’s house is only small and so only small groups can tour at a time. The suggestion is
to visit the property in groups of 12, with six people in the house at any one time and the
remainder in the garden. Each group of 12 will be given approximately 45 minutes, so that all club
members who are interested should be able to visit.
The plan for the day will be for people to assemble at the picnic area, whereby they can elect to
either visit the Hillers’ property first up, or to go for a walk in the forest. The suggested walk is the
track to the Western Windows lookout, which is an easy 1.2 km return walk through rainforest.
People who elect to walk can then return in time to be part of the second group to visit the Hillers.
Sounds good on paper….
If people want to do further walking, there are also other tracks in the park, such as the 2 km
Rainforest Circuit; and longer walks to Greenes Falls and/or the Cypress Grove Track. As evening
approaches, attendees are then encouraged to return to the picnic ground for a BYO supper. As
darkness sets in, we will then venture back into the forest looking for night fauna including insects,
amphibians, possums etc.
The picnic area has shelter sheds, picnic tables, electric barbeques, and toilets. There is plenty of
open space for kids to run around. The location can be popular but tends to empty out during the
afternoon.
More information on Maiala, including the facilities available and the surrounding walking tracks
can be found here
https://parks.des.qld.gov.au/parks/daguilar/attractions/maiala
And more information on the Hillers can be found here
http://www.mountgloriousbutterflies.com/
For those on Council there will be a (very) brief meeting of Council at 2.30 pm mainly to deal with
some end of year matters.
Directions: It takes about an hour to get to Maiala from the Brisbane CBD. To get there, head out
on Samford Road to Samford. From there, take the Mount Glorious Road to your destination. The
drive from Samford takes about 20 minutes, much of which is steep and winding, particularly as
you climb the mountain. Note that the last petrol may be at Samford, so if you need to fill up, do
so there. There is also another road up the mountain from the Gap via Mt Nebo. It is a slower and
windier drive.
QNC News 365
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PAST EXCURSION REPORTS
October Mid-week Excursion – Mt Kaputar NP, NSW
By Ruth Palsson and Cathie Duffy
M

’
,
x
severe rain/flooding event and a landslip enroute to the Mt Kaputar NP
Better luck next year?

a

Day Excursion – Plunkett Conservation Park – 21 August 2022
By Ron Carr
Thirteen of us gathered at one of the entrances to the park off Quinzeh Creek Road (27.81729S
153.15578E). It was just 10°C at 8:30 am when we met on the day but it turned out to be one of
those memorable Southern Queensland winter days that rose to a sunny and warm 21° or so by
lunch time when we stopped for lunch at Wickham Peak. This is the highest point of the park,
albeit at only 160m and with just a little breeze it was cool enough for half of us to want to sit in
the sun while the others were happy in the shade. The walk was easy with 70% on a wide, clear
and more or less level path, although the 30% on the path to the peak was moderately rough and
steep. This is an area that had been vandalized in the past by 4WD enthusiasts and the erosion has
exposed sandstone that once would have more than a metre below the surface. Here Acacia
granitica seems to flourish, still able to exploit the seepage zones that the sandstone offers.
Plunkett Conservation Park comprises 432 ha and the adjoining Wickham National Park adds
another 141 ha to the area. Wickham had been exploited as a forest reserve or State Forest until
it was finally gazetted as a National Park in 2009. The area contains four Regional Ecosystems. We
visited two of these; 12.9-10.17 Eucalyptus acmenoides, E. major, E. siderophloia +/- Corymbia
citriodora subsp. variegata in open forest on sedimentary rocks and 12.9-10.19 Eucalyptus fibrosa
subsp. fibrosa in woodland on sedimentary rocks. These two areas are smaller in extent and
established over exposed upper sandstone strata over conglomerate lower strata. These are of
lower fertility where the vegetative cover is lower in height and sparser and heathier.
Plunkett Mallee occurs here and takes its common name from the locality. Many plants were in
flower, from the eucalypts to the groundcovers with Calytrix tetragona making a special show.
This was not a big day for insects or birds although honeyeaters were interested in the area. It
was nevertheless the best time of year to visit because of the widespread flowering of species.
There is a project within iNaturalist https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/projects/qnc-2022-augustplunkett-cons-park recording the observations of the day and a written species list has been
extracted from the iNaturalist data and placed on the website for those who find a printed list
useful.
The other areas, 12.11.3 and 12.11.5 are both based on soils of metamorphic and volcanic origin,

of good fertility and producing a taller open forest of quality timber. The understory here is quite
thin but not weedy. They will do for another day.
The park has an interesting history as it was one of several gifts of land made to Queensland by
Edward (Ted) Corbould, the son of one of the founders of Mount Isa Mines.
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Plunkett Conservation Park

Fringe Myrtle (Callithrix tetragona)

Golden Mistletoe (Notothixos subaureus)

Plunkett Mallee (Eucalyptus curtisii)

Pinnate Wedge Pea
(Gompholobium pinnatum)

QNC News 365

Melichrus adpressus

Prickly Daviesia (Daviesia umbellulata)
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Plunkett Conservation Park

Jumping Jack Ant (Myrmecia nigrocinta)

Varied Dusky-Blue (Erina hyacinthina))

Lauxaniid Flies
(Family Lauxaniid)

Yellow-spotted Blue
(Candalides xanthospilos)

Rusty Tick-Trefoil
(Desmodium rhytidophyllum)

False Sarsaparilla
(Hardenbergia violacea)
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Day Excursion – Wallum Flowers and Waders at Bribie Island – 17 September 2022
By Greg and Annie Neill
The day outing was fine, colourful, and rewarding with 14 members and two visitors attending. For
the morning botany walk we met our guide, Allan Carr, at the appointed place and time and
headed off on the typical Nats very slow stroll over a short distance stopping frequently to
observe, discuss and settle upon identification of numerous plant species. We covered a total
distance of 1.5km in 3.5 hours. The group recorded 40 species of plants on the iNaturalist
database with many more seen and pondered over. In addition, Dick Copeland noted Mitrasacme
alsinoides, Drosera spatulate, Schoenus calostachyus and Baloskion tetraphyllum.
The highlight of the observation for the animal world was a very large Lace Monitor (Varanus
varius) that scuttled up a tree and then posed for the cameras. Allan was also selling his authored
book “A Field Guide to Native Plants of Bribie Island” published by Caboolture Daytime branch of
Native Plants Queensland for $20 and several were sold to club members.
We then headed for our lunch spot and our first birding location at Kakadu beach where there are
2 bird hides located at either end of a long narrow lagoon. The hides are excellent locations to
observe waders at their roost on high tides. Twenty species were observed at this location with
the highlight being approximately 110 Eastern Curlew (Numenius madagascariensis). Among the
Curlews was one Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus) providing a good view of the difference
between these two species.
The plan was then to head to Toorbul wader roost but the opinion was that it was long drive and
the group was happy to visit Buckley’s Hole bird hide at the southern end of Bribie Island. This
location provides good location for bush birds and freshwater birds. Another 22 species were
recorded at this location. The highlight here was a Grey Butcherbird (Cracticus torquatus ) sitting
at nest at a nice height for photos and located directly above the access walkway.
You can access the full list of observations on iNaturalist here:
https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/observations?place_id=any&project_id=qnc-2022-september-bribieis&subview=map&verifiable=any&view=species
and the full list of bird observations on eBird here:
https://ebird.org/australia/tripreport/75795?view=checklists
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Wallum flowers Bribie Island September 2022

Slender Rice Flower (Pimelea linifolia)

Wallum Phebalium (Phebalium woombye)

Showy Guinea Flower (Hibbertia linearis)

Tantoon (Leptospermum polygalifolium)

Rush Lily (Sowerbaea juncea)

Wallum Boronia (Boronia falcifolia)
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Fauna Bribie Island September 2022

Great Egret (Ardea alba)

Grey Butcherbird at nest (Cracticus torquatus)

Lace Monitor (Varanus varius)

Australian Emerald Dragonfly
(Hemicordulia australiae)

Pergid Sawflies (Family Pergidae)

Wandering Percher (Diplacodes bipunctata)
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ITEMS OF INTEREST
DATE CLAIMER EASTER 5-11 APRIL 2023
QNC is pleased to announce that the Easter camp for next year will be held on “Maybe”, the
property of Janet White and Neil Fordyce who are both club members. The property is located
west of Tenterfield on granite country. Tentative dates are the afternoon of Wednesday 5th of
April 2023 to the morning of Tuesday, 11th April. Further details of the outing will be published in
newsletters in the new year. Please do not register for this camp until then.

NATURE NOTES
Notes on a rare moth sighting at Idalia National Park
By Greg Neill
Inspired by Peter Woodall setting up light sheets to attract, photograph and up load observations
to iNaturalist when on camps, I thought I would also record what I saw at night time attracted to
our outside caravan light.
While at Idalia National Park recently on a Birds
Queensland camp, I photographed insects attracted
to our caravan light on three nights over four days. I
recorded 22 observations of insects on iNaturalist for
those three nights. Three of the observations that
have been identified caught my eye, as according to
the number of other observations in the locality
there was none, which is not all that unusual for
moths on iNaturalist in remote parts of Australia.
The moth photographed, identified as Taxeotis
spodoides, is a member of the Geometer moth
family and has no other observation in iNaturalist for
Australia. This then led me to look at Atlas of Living
Australia (ALA) to see what might have been
recorded.
There is one record from Injune area in September 1937,
https://biocache.ala.org.au/occurrences/dd969121-4141-4ae4-a44e-513d8f06c9d6 . with the
species being described by Turner in 1943, presumably from this one specimen.
https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/observations?verifiable=true&taxon_id=1387845&place_id=6744&pr
eferred_place_id=6744&locale=en-US
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FROM THE ARCHIVES
By QNC Vice President Colleen Foelz (but was Davidson back in the 70s)
In the last newsletter Colleen asked readers for assistance in identifying the ‘mystery man’ in this
photograph. Colleen reports back that the mystery has been solved!
“The gentleman in the photograph printed in the
previous issue was bachelor Doug Home who lived
in Clewley St, Corinda.
He was a regular to meetings in the 60s and 70s
when his peers were Wally and Betty McKenzie, Pat
Marks and David Hockings. He served for many
years as our Treasurer in the 70s.
He was remembered as very friendly and was
particularly popular with our young naturalists of
the time (as my photograph supports), as well as
the young children in Corinda as he had a tv set! His
particular interests included mosses, books,
microscopy and photography. And apparently if you
look at our meeting stand “D Home” is scratched in
the paint (Barry recently gave it to the club).

Thanks to Ann, Barry, Keith, Geoff, Robert and Faseny (sorry if I forgot anyone) for sharing these
memories of Doug and confirming by identifying him that I had indeed been a junior Nat. I am
pleased to have returned to the fold after an absence of over four decades.”
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